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Know your neighbours
Neighbourhood Watch schemes s groups
o voknteers who work n pcnership wih the
poice and the loca couni.

“They cistribute acvice on securty and

safety within a desigrate rea and help
ensure ldery or vlnrable members o the
Community aren'ttarget for ermints

To join a local scheme or for more

information vsi:

« www.ourwatch.org.uk

« wwwkent.police.uk/
neighbourhoodwatch

Contact us L4

Report a crime:

Call 101 to report a non-urgent crime or
to contact your local offcer

Ca 999 f 2 crime is in progress or
ife s in danger

1 you are deaf or speech-mpaired, text
“police’and your message to 60066

Visit your nearest police front counter to
report nom-urgent crime.

News, information and advice:

Speak to an offcer — at  police surgery,
K2t front counter or by caling 101

Visit our website

www.kent.police.uk

Follow @kent_police or your distict
account on Twitter

Find us on Facebook

B oonesoniee-
‘www.kent.police.uk/onlinemesting
P Sin up for your distict  newsketters —

Rl www ket police.uk/enews

For detall of al the ways to contact us, visit
www.kent.police.uk/ contactus

For other information auides in this seres, visit
www.kent.police.uk/yourguide

1F you would ke a copy of this leaflet in
large print, another format or language,

call us on 01622 652158 or email us at
communications@kent.pnn.police.uk
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Gven the opporturity, thieves wil target homes
and gardens for valuable tems, ocls and money,
‘which they can sell on or use i other crimes.

Kent Police works with organisations such as
Neighbourhood Watch to issue crime prevention
advice and encourage residents to keep 2
‘watchful eye out in their neighbourhoods to
deter and report any criminal activy.

“This guide outines some simple steps you can
take to improve the security of your home and
‘garden, and reduce the opporturity for thieves.

Secure your home

Lock doors and windows when you go o or
ok the garden — f you have GPYC
windows or doors then Goutle ock them ith
the keys to secure them properly.

* Never leave keys or valuables on display near
windows or doors.

 Avid esping e amourts ofcash st home.

+ Photograph and security mark valuable items
a0 kesp receipts somewere sfe.

+ Consider installing a good quality safe to the
‘appropriate British/European standard

+ Safes should be bolted to a solid wall or floor
210 concesed for examp n a Cpboerdor
fitted wardrobe. For information on safes visit:
'www.securedbydesign.com

« Consder fiting ntruder alarms, door chains,
5y hole and extemal lights.

« Don't open the door to unexpected callers —
use a door chain and check thelr identiy frst.

« 1 an offer seems to0 good, t probably s —
on't part with your money unless you are
Sure the source s genuine.

« Dispose of packaging carehlly - wrapping
‘and boes for expensive Rems can advertse
tich pickings for criminals.

« Cancel mik and papers when you go away,
‘and use timer switches on lights and radios to
give the impression someone is home.

« Ask a trusted neighbour to keep an eye on
‘your property while
You are away.

Lock your car
 Closethe windows.
and sunroof and
fock your veuce
when yau leave .
 Use an slarm,
immobiiseror
steering lock

if possible.

« Take ol alables with you when you lave
Jour ehide - theves know where 10 ook
 Remove portable satnavs and cean sucton
mars fom your windsreen or cashbo.
-~ Don' eave ool orequipment i vehicks
overmigh.

« Park in a garage, in view from your home, or
5 Dusy W 313 where posse.

Protect your garden

'+ Maintain hedges and fences to prevent
e vistors from entening your garden.

- Glose your garden
gate and ook
fom the insie.
 Store bins and
ladders carefully so
they cant be used

25 cimbing sics.

 Store tooks and
equipment

Someuhere secre
aferuse o they
dont ge stolen or
used o reak o
Vour home.

- Secure sheds and garoges withsutabie
locks an consider iting shed dlorms and
‘security lights.

 Disable laum mowers and other arge:
machinery when ot i use and chan tems
ogether o t 3 01 anchor point.

 Secury-mark valusble fems — taking
photographs and recording details such as
‘serial numbers and identifying marks can also
el to dentty tems f they et ot or stoen.

~ Consider registering valuables on a property
Gatabase such 3w immobilse.com
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Buying a vehicle

If you'e buying a vehide always ask to see
proof of the seller’s dentity and address, for
example an offcal letter o driving icence.

Make sure the car's VIN matches that on the

registration document (VS) and the DVLA

watermark hasn't been altered. You can find

the VIN:

+ stamped on the frame

- on a manufacturer’s VIN plate under the
bonnet or fixed to the post between the front
and rear doors

+ on an additional plate fixed securely to the.
top comer of the dashboard where it can
easily be seen through the windscreen.

I you are approached about buying a vehicie
and the offer sounds too good to be true, it
probably is.

Remember, i you retum
to find your vehicle has
been stolen, report it to
the police as soon as
possible by calling 101
The police will notify the
DVLA and arrange
recovery on your behalf if
the vehice s located.

Contact us

Report a crim

Call 101 to report 2 non-urgent crime or
o contact your local offcer

Cal 999 f 2 crime i n progress or
¥ie's i danger

1fyou are deaf or spesch-impaired, text
‘olice’ and your message to 60066
Vit your nearest police front counter to
report non-urgent crime

News, information and advic

3 Speak to an offcer - at a police surgery,
ata front counter or by caling 101

Vit our webste -
wwewkent.police.uk
Follow @kent_police or your district

accaunt on Torter
£ e o Pacnbonk

(5] vt o offcers onlne -
L= wwrw kent.pofice.uk/onlinemesting
Sign up for your fortnighty disrct
ol e nensietters - voww.kent.police.uk/
enews.
For detalls of al the ways t contact us, vist
‘wwew.kent.police.uk/contactus
For other information guides in this series, visit
www.kent.police.uk/yourguide

* Kent Police

Vehicle

security

Your guide
to crime
prevention

£} Kent Police
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Most vehice crime iscarried out by
opportunistic thieves. Remembering afew quick
and easy securty measures could hep prevent
the expense and nconvenience of your vehice
being broken into o stoen.
Making sure you oly by from legtimate
Suppler, securing your vehice properly and
removing allvaluables are Just some ofthe things
You can do o help.

Kent Police carries out road checks, works with
CCTV operators to identify potential offenders.
and offers top tps for owners to help reduce

the risk of vehicle crime.

General security

« Photograph your vehicle - noting any
dentifiable marks.

+ Security-mark your vehicie. Etch the windows
and other areas with the Vehicle Identfication
‘Number (VIN), making it more diffcult to be.
sold on.

« Lock alldoors and windows every time you
leave you vehicke and ifyou've ot an alarm
or immoblser, use t.

« Consider fting
anti-amper screws
0 your number
plate to reduce the
sk of theft.

« Make sure your
vehide and ts
contents are insured
and your policy is
updated as soon as
anything changes.

- Consider using a lockable fuel cap and
investing in a steering or gear lock.

- Drive a 4x4 or large vehicle? Security mark
‘and secure your catalytic converter as these
are easier to remove.

At home

- Newer vehicles are harder to steal without the.
Keys 5o make sure you never leave them ciose:
to house windows or doors o in 2n open bag.

- 1f you have a garage, keep your vehicle
locked inside. If you have two vehices, use
the other vehicie to block the garage door and
consider installing a garage alarm and securlty
lighting to deter thieves.

« Make sure all tools
and valuables are
removed from your
vehicle overnight.

« Left something
indoors? Never leave
Your vehicle with the
engine running.

« Encourage your
neighbours to be.
vigilant and to
report any.
suspicious activity.

Out and about

 Take all valuables with you when you leave:
Your vehicle. Even sat nav marks on a
windscreen or a bag or jacket left vsible can
make breaking in seem attractive.

« Whether youre
paying for fuelor
doing the school
fun, never leave the
keys in the ignition
or leave windows or
sun oo ajar.

- When parking look for ca parts displaying
the Park Mark sign, as these meet certain
securty criteia,

« Wherever you park, choose an area that's in
view from passers-by and wellit

- Ot shopping? Make sure your keys are
secure - it only takes a few seconds for a
pickpocket to strike.

- Put purchases in the boot rather than the
back seat.

Motorbikes

« When out and about make sure you secure:
your motorbike, even if you only leave it for a
few moments, and try to park in view of CCTV.

« Invest in @ good lock. Motorbikes can be
wheeled away 5o make sure your lock is heavy
and cannot be cut easl. Consider buying
disclock, which stops the wheel from turning
forwards or backwards.

« If you have an alarm make sure its
activated and advertise it using a
stcker to deter thieves.

« Remove any.
valuable accessories
that could be stolen
without the need
for tools.





