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WORKING FOR THE COMMUNITY OF SHADOXHURST  PLEASE STAY IN TOUCH 

                          

Welcome to the April edition of 2021. There 
are some glimmers of hope that we will be 
back meeting each other in the coming 
months. The sun shining and the spring 
flowers all help to lift our spirits and we can 
look ahead to a positive summer.   

Our continuing precautions are still 
necessary, and things will improve. We are 
not posting updates as they can change. 
We hope to organize some events in the 
time ahead including a picnic on the 
recreation ground. If you would like to help 
and also suggest ideas, please get in touch 
(see next paragraph). As you will see in this 
edition, some of the groups are looking 
forward to meeting up again. 

The closing date for information and 
inclusions for the June edition is the 25th 
May. If you would like any information 
included, please email it to David at 

 amberherne@btinternet.com. 

 
Parish Council Updates 

New Community and Sports 
Facilities 

Back in February, we let you know of the 
exciting plans that the Parish Council is 
working on to deliver significantly upgraded 
Community and Sports facilities at the 
Recreation Field.  

We don’t yet have a date for the extensive 
drainage work to be carried out. Much will 
depend on the weather in the coming 
weeks. In mid-March it was too wet for the 
tractor to give the first cut of the grass. 

In preparation for the drainage work, the 
Whitewater Dyke that runs alongside the 
rec, from Hornash Lane to Blindgrooms 
Lane and onward to Ashford and joining the 
River Stour, was recently dug out and some 
of the silt removed. This will ensure a better 

flow. The current rec drainage flows into this 
dyke as will the new pipework. 

We are still very much in the planning stage 
with the community improvements and 
anticipate the project being in two phases:  

Phase 1: Improvement of sporting facilities 
Phase 2: Community/Sports Hall 
 
As we said last time, we are currently 
recruiting for a volunteer fundraiser/grant 
writer. If you are interested in fundraising or 
know someone who enjoys applying for 
grant applications and researching grant 
and funding availability, or you would just 
like to be part of the team to take this 
forward, please get in touch.  

This is a long term, ambitious and exciting 
project, which will result in vastly improved 
new facilities for the village, please do share 
your thoughts and views.  

If you would like to get involved, or tell us 
what facilities you think we should be aiming 
for, please contact Stuart Cass at  

stuart.shadoxhurstpc@gmail.com 

New Village Sign 

We have commissioned a new village sign 
which is to be sited adjacent to the Maytree 
Place and the King’s Head car park 
entrance. It features our woodland logo.   

Booking the Hall and Pavilion 

The Future Scholars are back in the hall 
three days a week and we welcome them 
as hopefully restarting the use of the hall. 
Some of you may have spotted that we 
recently have locked the gates of the hall 
car park. The main reason behind this is 
that now the Future Scholars are back, we 
need to keep them safe and ad hoc parking 
can cause problems with little people 
running about. This decision is subject to 
review and we know with local building 

work, it puts pressure on parking in Hornash 
Lane. We hope that people will respect the 
decision made. The hall will soon be put to 
greater use and those booking the hall also 
have exclusive use of the car park. 

Other groups and hall users are starting to 
make plans and some of these are shared 
with you in this newsletter.  

If you want to plan ahead and would like to 
provisionally book the Village Hall for an 
event later in 2021, then we ask you to go 
through the parish council web site 
alternatively, please email Caroline 
shadoxhurstvhp@gmail.com which is an 
email for hall and pavilion booking 
correspondence only. 

The website address is    
www.shadoxhurst.info  

Next Parish Meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will 
be at 6.00pm on Wednesday 14th April. It 
will again be through the Zoom platform. 
The following meeting is Wednesday 12th 
May, we are still unlikely to be able to meet 
physically by then. Like all parishes and the 
Borough and County Councils we are 
having to continue to meet through video 
links. Please contact Caroline if you would 
like the link for attending the meeting sent 
direct, see next page. 

 

Shadoxhurst Parish Council
Protecting the Woodland Gateway to the Countryside
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Contacting the Parish Council 
Our Parish Clerk Caroline Laming only 
works on Wednesdays and Thursdays so is 
not always available. The best way to 
communicate with Caroline is to phone and 
leave a message if no answer. Ring 07729 
734149 (daytime hours) or email: 
shadoxhurst@parishcouncil.onmicrosoft.co

m  

If you would like to talk to the Chairman, 
please contact Martin on 01233 808707 

martin.shadoxhurstpc@gmail.com 

Planning Matters 

Land rear of Brinklow Bungalow, 
Woodchurch Road ref 19/00806/AS 

Hornash 20/01222/AS and 20/01224/AS 

No further news on these, however, keep 
sending comments onto the Planning Portal 
using the application numbers as no 
decisions have yet been made. 

Hornash House 

Good news planning appeal dismissed! 
 

You may recall that there was a planning 
application to erect six houses and four car 
ports on the land to the rear of Hornash. It 
was refused by ABC Planning Officers and 
then the owner put in an appeal to the 
Planning Inspectorate.  
 
There was a great effort locally to put in 
documents to support the ABC case and we 
are very grateful to Peter Finnis for his help 
and efforts with co-ordinating this. The 
reasons for the dismissal unfortunately did 
not include all of the arguments we put 
forward, but did cite flooding and the setting 
within the proximity of the Hornash House 
itself. The words in the appeal document 
were very positive in respect to the 
importance of conserving the listed building. 
 
The battle to save the house continues. If 
you haven’t already done so, we suggest 
that you sign Zoe’s petition so we can 
continue to raise the profile that way. The 
current number of signatures is just short of 
800.  
 
The link is Petition · Ashford Borough 
Council- Planning Department. : Deny the 
planning application for demolition in order 
to save listed village dwelling · Change.org    
 
You can also go onto the two village 
Facebook pages and find the link there. 
Please share and spread the word, we need 
to get this back on the ABC agenda for 
some action. 
 

 
 

Spring Clean 
 
We were hoping to carry out some litter 
picking activities in the months ahead. It is 
still difficult for groups, so we are buying 
some litter picker tools for people to borrow 
and when out on walks ask that people 
carry a supermarket bag and do some 
picking in the meanwhile. The village has 
got a bit tatty over the winter and needs a 
spruce up. The picking can only be done 
30 and 40 mph roads on safety grounds 
and if there is no pavement and you are on 
the road, you will need a high-viz tabard. 
This can be leant out to if required. Contact 
Caroline to arrange this. Thank you to 
those who have already been picking up 
litter as they walk. 

 
King’s Head News 

We are happy to announce that the pub 
reopens on the 12th of April. With tables 
outside and in a marquee, hopefully this 
caters for all weather. You can go indoors 
wearing a mask to order food and use the 
toilets. They will continue to do takeaway 
food in the weeks ahead. 

On 1st April they opened their Farm and 
Coffee Shop with takeaway food. From the 
12th you can sit outside eat and have coffee. 
So it will become a three in one ‘go-to 
venue’. Around the Early May Bank Holiday 
weekend, they will host a quiz night and will 
be open seven days a week (no more 
Monday closing). 

Check www.kingsheadshadoxhurst.co.uk/ 
and the busy Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/KingsHeadShadoxhur
st. To ring to order food, please contact 
them on 01233 732243. 

Shadoxhurst Church 
We are back in church! 

We were pleased to being back in church 
for Easter Sunday April 4th with a Holy 
Communion at 8.30 am. 

We will for the moment, subject to the 
pandemic restrictions, resume our usual 

pattern of 1st and 3rd Sunday 8.30 
Communions. Please book your place, as 
we can still only accept 12 people 
maximum contact Helen at  
clerk.kingsnorthchurch@outlook.com 

or ring her on 01233 620433 Monday, 
Wednesday or Friday mornings.  

The church will resume being opened daily 
for private prayer from then. The Vicar, 
Caroline Mansley, is always available for a 
chat or prayer on 01233 629279 or via 

vicar@kandschurches.org.uk . 

Sewing Club 
With the prospects of coming out of 
lockdown in June, the Club is in the process 
of arranging the date for the unveiling of the 
Village Quilt which is likely to be a weekend 
in September and we will announce the 
date in the June Newsletter. All tickets 
bought for the High Tea last year will be 
honoured and if the new date is not 
convenient, refunds will be given.  

The Club continues to meet monthly on 
Zoom hopefully after April we can arrange 
an outdoor get-together. If you would like to 
join and find out more, please email Sheila 
Ellis or ring her on 01233 733540 to find out 
details of the next meeting. 

sheilaellis2009@gmail.com 

1st Shadoxhurst Scout 
Group  

We continued online weekly meetings and 
tailored the programme to enable our 
members to still take part in activities and 
earn their badges.  

We have planted approximately 280 shrubs 
around our perimeter including Silver Birch, 
Birch, Oak, Willow and Hawthorn. We hope 
that in years to come they make a stunning 
area from which we can learn about nature. 
Later in the year, as part of our fundraising 
effort, we will be offering you the 
opportunity to have a name tag on one of 
the shrubs, for a donation. 

Our renovations on the Scout hut are 
nearing completion, and I can confirm (after 
the recent downpours) that the hall is 
watertight at last! We are looking to hold an 
‘open day’ when everyone can visit us and 
see the changes that have been made, but 
more importantly see what Scouting is 
today, and take part in a camping 
experience (no overnight sleeping!). We 
would love to hear of your experiences and 
share stories around a campfire. 

If you are able to offer some time to help 
with the running of the group, we still have 
some opportunities for you to join in. Not 
necessarily as a leader, but as an 
occasional helper, or even offer your 
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experience or life skills with our executive 
committee. You will find that Scouting is not 
what it used to be, although the grass roots 
are still there! 

Finally, I would like to thank those villagers 
who have donated to us over the past 12 
months. Your generosity is appreciated, 
and the young people’s lives will be 
enriched. Contact Simon at    
raven.1stshadoxhurst@gmail.com  

Speedwatch 

The team is asking for volunteers for when 
monitoring can resume, please contact 
Roger on 01233 733581 or email on 

roger.shadoxhurstpc@gmail.com 
 

Green Farm Community 
Garden and Pop-up 

Coffee Shop 
The shop is open every Thursday between 
10 am and 12.00 pm so please pop along 
for small amounts of freshly picked 
vegetables, home-made bread, Plurenden 
milk and selections of Green Farm 
produced meat. With the lifting of 
restrictions, you are welcome to take your 
Bloss coffee (and cake) and sit in the 
Community Garden (in groups of 6!). All 
proceeds go to the Pearce Coggan 
Foundation charity which is looking for 
volunteers to come to the garden, but also 
to help with our Inner-City Family Camping 
Programme; please talk to us if you come 
along. The entrance is in Duck Lane, 
signposted the Community Garden. 

www.facebook.com/greenfarmcommunity
garden 

Staying in touch… 

The Community contact points are not 
monitored by SPC include the following: the 
Shadoxhurst ‘Next Door’ group which is 
part of a wider group of villages at 
nextdoor.co.uk/neighborhood_feed/  

The “Shadoxhurst, a Kent Village” 
Facebook Page has now grown to 1,626 
members. “Shadoxhurst Community” 
Facebook Page currently has over 570 
members. On-line places for news. 

History Club 
 

The club has recently reconvened via zoom 
and hope to be able to meet again in person 
as and when Covid restrictions allow. 

We are currently researching the listed 
buildings in Shadoxhurst for documentation 

to support the Quilt map of Shadoxhurst 
made by the Shadoxhurst Sewing Club. 

If anyone has any information on any of the 
listed buildings in Shadoxhurst or any 
photographs from the past, please email Lis 
via the email address below. 

Also, if anyone is interested in joining the 
club, or would like any further information 
again please email for details. 

Egw2@hotmail.co.uk 

Lis Webb – Coordinator Shadoxhurst 
History Club 

Shadoxhurst Flower Club 

The Club will next meet on the 7th of July 
which will be a garden visit. They hope to 
return to hold their usual first Wednesday 
of the month indoor meetings on the 4th of 
August, unless there are further 
restrictions. To book for the garden visit or 
just stay in touch, please contact either, 
Ann Prebble on 07989 586575, email 
ann.prebble@yahoo.com or contact Gaye 
Sim on 01233 732212.  

. Neighbourhood Watch 
(NHW) Update 

 
Unfortunately, criminals continue to 
approach the Public seeking to obtain 
monies or personal details through a 
number of ways, the following are 
examples of the most common ones: 
 
Scams 

• Covid – Grants or Vaccines. 
• Phishing – looking to obtain 

credit/debit card or bank 
account details. 

• HMRC – claiming money is 
owed and threatening legal 
action. 

• Post Office – post charges are 
due before a package will be 
delivered. 

• Recovery – claims that funds 
from previous fraud can be 
recovered, for a fee. 

Fraud 
• Courier fraud – whereby contact 

is made from a supposed Police 
or Bank official claiming money 
has been taken from an account 
and to catch the thief cash has 
to be withdrawn and a Courier 
will collect. 

• Holiday Fraud – ranging from 
fake accommodation to “too 
good to be true” offers. 

 
The Ashford area continues to see many 
“petty” crimes. Examples reported include 
wheelie-bin theft, missiles being fired at 

cars and houses (believed to be via 
catapults), theft of items left in vehicles, 
“keyed” cars, theft from outbuildings.  
 
Remember, if you witness something you 
consider suspicious then it should be 
reported to the Police via 101 or using the 
Website (Chat apparently is quicker and 
easier than using the phone). If you would 
prefer to remain anonymous then use 
CrimeStoppers on 0800 555 111 or via 
their website https://crimestoppers-
uk.org/give-information/forms/give-
information-anonymously . Please include 
details of any vehicles – make, model and 
colour, as well as registration plate details.  
 
Call 999 if you feel threatened or in danger 
–or in non-urgent situations you can go to 
www.kent.police.uk/report or they do 
recommend something called ‘LiveChat’ 
www.kent.police.uk/contact (open 24/7).  
 
I continue to post items which I consider 
of interest, or useful information, from a 
Neighbourhood Watch perspective on 
both the village Facebook sites as well as 
the Nextdoor website. The Parish Council 
village website also has a Neighbourhood 
watch section with historic copies of these 
updates and other items of interest.   
   

Peter Webb 01233 732901 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

Peter707R@Hotmail.com 
 

Village Forum 
We hope that in the next edition, we can 
publicise the date of an actual meeting. It 
will be good to re-launch the Forum and 
plan events for the rest of the year. 
Members continue to get various emails 
about news, issues and events in the 
village. It is free and is a good way of 
keeping up to date between newsletters. 
 

To get on the mailing list please email 
amberherne@btinternet.com 

 
Please put ‘Join Forum’ in the subject 
heading so it can be easily spotted.  
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Gardening Club
In line with the plants in your garden, there 
are now “green shoots” on the horizon for a 
way out of the current CoVid restrictions 
and hopefully it won’t be too long before the 
club can meet again.

If you have an interest in gardening and 
would like to meet in an informal group, then 
please drop me an email and I will let you 
know when meetings recommence. 

Peter Webb Peter707R@Hotmail.com  or 
01233 732901

Pilates and Line Dancing
Pilates Classes will resume from Monday 
17th May please contact Alex if interested.

The Line Dancers hope to return to their 
usual Tuesday evening slot at the village 
hall when restrictions are lifted in June. 
There will be more details in the June 
Newsletter. See box for contact details.

Mobile Library

Apologies that in the last newsletter, we 
gave out the wrong information about the
Library Van which is still only on MONTHLY 
visits. There is a ‘select and collect’ 
arrangement so there is no need to enter. 
Please see their website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/libs for all the details. Or 
please call 03000 41 31 31 ask to be put 
through to the Ashford Library and then to 
speak to the ‘Select and Collect’ team and 
they can go through the process with you.
There is no April visit.

The van will be here next on Wednesday 
5th May at 15.25-15.55 at Lonefield.

.
Ashford Courtside  

Football Club
We have some exciting news and signs of 
light at the end of the tunnel for everyone.
Ashford Courtside FC players are returned
to training on Friday 2nd April at the 
recreation ground from 17.00 until 18.00.
Our U8’s (see photo) have their first home 
fixture on Saturday 10/4/21 against Bromley 
Green and our U12’s play the first round of 
the Cup away at Smarden.

If you have a child in the following school 
years looking to join or change teams next 
season, please contact Vanessa as below.

School years 3 / 4   U9’s
School year  7 / 8    U13’s

We are also looking for Someone over the 
age of 16 years who would be interested in 
doing their FA level 1 coaching badge or 
someone who is already FA qualified in 

coaching to run a new team for school years 
1 / 2 please contact the Club secretary 
Vanessa on grimmond105@gmail.com Or 
ring her on 07526 431687.

Or you can find out more at
www.afccourtside.co.uk/ and  
www.facebook.com/AshfordCourtsideFC/

U3A Local Group
Weald U3a (covering Tenterden and 
surrounding villages) offers leisure activities 
and learning opportunities whilst meeting 
up with like-minded people enjoying 
themselves in a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere. There has never been a better 
time to belong to a great social club in the 
Shadoxhurst area.

Weald u3a is reducing it's annual 
membership from April 2021 to just £5. With 
the hope that we will be able to meet up face 
to face in the coming months, all our interest 
groups are eager to get back to socialising 
together. Throughout the present 
restrictions some groups have 
continued meeting virtually through Zoom 
(including Wine Appreciation, History Group 
and Spanish). 

We have continued monthly meetings with 
guest speakers on Zoom and also included 
another guest speaker talk midway through 
the month. So, if you are semi or fully retired 
and you would like to meet new people and 
enjoy a shared interest, please give our 
chairman Colin Barnes a call on 07456 
076946 for more information or look us up 
on www.u3asites.org.uk/weald

Dog Fouling
Once again we find we need to remind dog 
walkers to both pick up their dog’s mess 
and to dispose of the bags in a waste bin, 
or simply take them home and put them in 
your own wheeled bin. We have noticed 
someone is leaving small black parcels of 
dog waste for others to have to dispose of, 
particularly in Woodchurch Road and the 

footpath with Church Lane. Please be 
considerate, pick it up and dispose of it 
properly. 

Village Contacts
All Local Numbers are area code 01233

1st Shadoxhurst Scouts, Cubs and 
Beavers Simon 07704 789155
Ark Drama 2000 Lis 732901
Courtside Football Club Vanessa                
07526 431687
Flower Club Gaye 732212
Future Scholars Sarah 07821 143249
Gardening Club Peter 732901
History Club Lis 732901
Lesley Munn Dance Academy Lesley       
01634 234168
Line Dancing Kate 733015
Neighbourhood Watch Peter 732901
Pilates Alex 861456
Sewing and Craft Club Sheila 733540
Speedwatch Roger 733581
Weekend Walking Jim 07788 245022
WI Mandy Spencer 501774
Wine & Home Brew Club Colin 732784

Ashford Borough Update
An update on Chilmington Green, work 
on constructing the first Primary School 
is moving apace. The school itself started 
off site in Ashford three years ago, now 
has over 100 pupils and is promised to 
move to the new building at what will 
become Market Square in time for the 
September autumn term start. 

There is a secondary school planned to 
soon commence building work and be 
open for September 2023. It will have a 
six-form per year entry with 900 places 
and is being delivered via sponsorship 
through the Department for Education 
(DfE). 

A sewage pumping station on 
Chilmington Green Road at Stubbs 
Cross has been given planning 
permission recently, it will serve 
Chilmington Green and connect to the 
pumping station at Stubbs Cross that 
already serves our village.

The ABC telephone number is 01233 
331111 and you should try and contact 
ABC through that route if needed. 

ABC’s website is at www.ashford.gov.uk/
please check regularly for updates.

The contact points for our two Ashford 
Borough Ward Councilors are: George 
01233 732791 and David 01233 733540

george.sparks@ashford.gov.uk  
david.ledger@ashford.gov.uk
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